
Verse 91. Saints Are Non-Attached 

Mindful Ones exert themselves,
in no abode do they delight,
as swans abandoning their lake
home after home they leave behind.

Explanation: Those mindful ones make the effort to keep their attentiveness always in trim. They are not at all attached to abodes or settlements. Giving up all places of settled living, they leave like the swans who fly away free in mind.
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Dhammapada 91 (the saints)

Saints are not attached
	Uyyunjanti       satimanto  

Constantly      those mindful  

practise 

	Mindful ones exert themselves 

	Na nikete           ramanti            te 

In attachment    do not take    they

                          interest in    
	In no abode do they delight 

	Hamsa ’va    pallalam hitva
Swans           like leaving the lake
	As swans abandoning their  lake

	Okammokam            jahanti                te 

All settled abodes    leave (give up)  they
	Home after home they leave behind


Those mindful ones make the effort to keep their attentiveness always in trim.  They are not at all attached to abodes or settlements.  Giving up all places of settled living, they lived like swans who fly away free in mind.
Story:
While residing at the Veluvana Monastery, the Buddha spoke this verse, with reference to Venerable Mahkassapa.
After keeping residence during the raining season at Rajagaha, the Buddha announced to the monks that “at the end of a fortnight, I will go forth on a pilgrimage to for alms.”

While the monks were scalding their bowls and dyeing their robes,  Venerable Mahakassapa washed his robes. The monks were offended at this and said,  “Why does the Venerable wash his robes? Within and without this city wall dwell 180 million people. Many of these were not the venerable’s kin were not his supporters nor his supporters, his kin.  They showed honour and reverence to him by providing him with the 4 requisites. If he rejected them, he had nowhere to go. Even if he were to go, he could only go as far as Mapamada Cave.
That was what the Buddha had advised the monks as he set out on his pilgrimage, so it was out of the question to leave the monastery empty.

Satimanto: those who are attentive.

Sati is attention, is one of 5 spiritual faculties and powers, one of the 7 factors of enlightenment and the 7th link of the Noble Eightfold Path. In the widest sense, one of those mental factors inseparably associated with all kammically wholesome and kamma-produced lofty states of mind.

Arahants: they wander whithersoever they like without any attachment to any particular place as they are free from the concept of ‘I’ and ‘mine’.
